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inconsistent, policy. Charles I. has been called a
good man but a bad king ; the converse is true of
Henry VIII., and in the most important relation of
life, therefore, he was a good man.

As soon as Henry VIII. was dead the country was
given an opportunity to realise the advantages of his
strong rule, and the disasters and disorder of Edward
VI.'s reign, though due in some measure to the bad
financial system of his predecessor, afford the best
apology for the severity of the late king. Henry had
attempted, in his will, to entrust the government,
during his son's minority, to his executors, a neutral
body in which all parties were represented. But this
arrangement was abandoned ; the Earl of Hertford,
who was presently created Duke of Somerset, was
declared Lord Protector, and the proposed regents
were absorbed in the Council. Somerset had been
the most successful soldier, the most prominent man,
in the closing years of the late reign, but he was not
qualified for his present post. He was a visionary,
and though many of his ideas were good, he
neglected the means whereby his end might be
secured. He was impatient, and embarked hastily
upon projects which he was unable to bring to a
successful conclusion. And, at a time of great
difficulty, when a strong ruler was needed, he was
too gentle, or too scrupulous, to destroy his enemies.
Once, indeed, he was severe; his own brother was
executed for treason under his rule, and though the
punishment was probably just, the severity was
ill-timed. Finally, Somerset was a Reformer, and
his religious innovations were unacceptable to the